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WHEREAS,  California’s public health system is an integrated system of State and local 

authorities that serves to prevent epidemics and high disease rates, to deal with them when they 

occur, and to help maintain a healthy population (which in turn is needed for a healthy 

economy); and 

 

WHEREAS,  the recent recession and continuing difficult financial situation have resulted in 

severe cutbacks in both State and local fiscal support for local public health efforts; and 

 

WHEREAS, a former system (“contract counties”), which allowed rural counties with low 

populations to contract for state public health personnel to perform services that those counties 

could not afford on their own, no longer exists, leaving some core public health functions 

unstaffed or inadequately staffed in large geographic areas of the state; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor is proposing the diversion of state and local Realignment funds, 

which currently help support local public health agencies; to Medi-Cal expansion; but Medi-Cal 

will not pay for core public health functions, nor can it cover preventive and other non-

emergency services for undocumented and other categorically ineligible residents currently 

provided by local public health agencies; therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED:  That CMA recognize the importance of stable, permanent, and adequate funding 

for core public health and prevention functions including but not limited to 

communicable disease control, in all counties and in the cities that maintain their 

own local health agencies; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED:  That CMA recommend to the Governor, the Health and Welfare Agency, and the 

California Department of Public Health, that current sources of funding for local 

core public health services and prevention be preserved and not diverted for 

other purposes, unless replaced by equivalent resources; and that recent cutbacks 

that threaten those services be restored as soon as possible; and be it further 

 

mailto:saclymans@comcast.net
mailto:preventivemed@aol.com


RESOLVED:  That CMA recommend that the California Department of Public Health assess 

gaps and weaknesses in local public health resources in California, particularly in 

small rural counties; and that a plan be developed for state-local, regional, and/or 

inter-county partnerships to assure the availability of essential public health and 

prevention services that small rural counties are not able to perform without 

assistance; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED:  That CMA support any legislation that may be necessary to achieve these ends. 


